According to the large literature on the subject, the reflex sympathetic dystrophy of the upper extremity, or so-called shoulder-hand syndrome (Steinbrocker, 1947) , seems to be relatively common. Unfortunately the literature contains no data about the incidence of this disorder as a whole. Many authors have reported its incidence to be 10-20 per cent. of cases of coronary occlusion (Askey, 1941; Johnson, 1943; Jarvinen, 1952) . Meyer and Biswanger (1942) found it in 39 out of 178 consecutive cases of myocardial infarction. Steinbrocker and others (1948) found an idiopathic shoulder-hand syndrome in six out of 250 cases of painful shoulder.
The aetiology is rather complicated, and several factors have been mentioned, including coronary occlusion (Askey, 1941; Johnson, 1943) , trauma (Sudeck, 1902; Leriche, 1937; Nissen-Lie, 1951; Moberg, 1951) , spondylosis of the cervical spine (Oppenheimer, 1945) , and infections. The aetiology of the so-called idiopathic shoulder-hand syndrome is obscure (Steinbrocker, 1947) . All these factors are able to produce the disorder either alone or in various combinations.
According to the even more extensive literature, the "painful shoulder" is also very common, a fact which is confirmed by the experience of the general practitioner.
Material (2) Osteo-arthrosis of the cervical spine was present to such an extent as to present a possible cause in thirteen cases.
(3) There was a history of preceding trauma in five cases, but in two this was mild and presumably not the cause of disease.
(4) No probable aetiological factors were to be found in four cases in which the diagnosis was idiopathic shoulder-hand syndrome. The proportion of this group to the whole seems to be identical with that found by Steinbrocker.
In 
Summary
(1) 125 cases of painful shoulder were studied. Of these, 23 (18-4 per cent.) showed typical signs of sympathetic reflex dystrophy of the upper extremity.
(2) These cases of reflex dystrophy came from the older age groups, but the peak of incidence in both types of disorder came in the 51 to 60 year group.
(3) The sex incidence in both types of disorder was about equal (one male to 2-3 females in cases of painful shoulder; and one male to 2' 8 females in cases of reflex dystrophy).
(4) Regarding the possible aetiology of the disorder, there were four cases of reflex dystrophy associated with cardiac complication, thirteen with osteo-arthrosis of the cervical spine, and three with trauma. In four cases no aetiological factors were to be found and the diagnosis of idiopathic shoulderhand syndrome was made.
(5) In one case reported in detail, there were three subsequent onsets of reflex dystrophy during a 3-year follow-up.
Frequence de la dystrophie sympathique reflexe de l'extremite sup6rieure (Syndrome "Epaule-main") RisuME
(1) On a etudie 125 cas d'epaule douloureuse. Sur ce nombre, 23 (18,4 pour cent.) ont manifeste des signes typiques de dystrophie sympathique reflexe du membre superieur.
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